






and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth" (Genesis 

1 :28). Radically different were the life and culture of the Penan as Bruno experienced them: 

not interested in domination, but rather in reciprocity and dialogue. 

His experiences made Bruno Manser realize that humans together with all the other be­

ings - plants, animals, elements - can indeed form a unity, be one. He was curious, he could 

marvel, and one of his convictions was: "Be amazed at least once a day." Bruno was capable 

of observing, thinking deeply, experiencing happiness and suffering and so, gradually, he 

learned that he was part of this loving earth. At the same time, he learned that what he ob­

served and cherished, what he described and drew, were products of the human mind and 

perception, and, consequently, of the limited abilities of his sensory organs, but that there 

had to be more, something deeper. ls it something 'divine' or 'mystical'? Human thought has 

its limitations, the earth is much more. ls this the purpose of sustainability: to understand and 

become one with the earth? 

Bruno was convinced that "the mark of becoming a true human being is spiritualization; 

and yet, in this body with all its needs, we will time and again stumble over 'Brother Donkey' 

as Francis of Assisi liked to call it" (Diary 14/990). To him, it became increasingly clear that 

the spiritual cannot be separated from the worldly, material, and bodily dimensions. With one 

of his songs he invites us to "Throw oft all the illusions and masks, let your soul arise true and 

naked, pure and clear - pure and clear like a rock crystal" (Diary 16/1). 

We should never attempt to know everything about Bruno Manser, and certainly not in­

strumentalize his life. On the contrary, we must accept that we will never understand 

everything, but simply show respect towards his life and personality. Bruno gave us a lot with 

his drawings, writings, and actions, created a lasting legacy. What really went on in his inner 

being shall remain reserved to him and his soul. 

1 wish to thank the copy editor Claus Donau for his valuable suggestions. 

Fig. 9 Diary page; Bruno Manser; Northern Borneo, Sarawak, Malaysia; 1984; paper, ink, 

crayon, pencil; community of heirs of Bruno Manser, gifted in 2021; llc 25506.04 
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